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The Fourſcore and Eleventh Epiſtle of Lucius 
Annzus Seneca the Philoſopher : Written 
upon occaſion of the ſudden Burning of L1ows 


in FRANCE. 


RR R Liber is with gricf and Pity 
[O86 1 Fill'd artthe, burning -of his Natiye City. 
W449 This dircful. accident might any move , 
Though to that City not concern'd in love: 
And even to his, mind might add more ſtrength : 
Who, what he. fear'd, bas found to come at leogth. 

But this un-loak'd for chance, and which, is more 
Un-heard of, 'tis ny wonder 'that before 
'Twas heard or thought on, it was fiercely ſent, 
Since it was.alſo withgue Prefident,, ; | 
A raging Fire hath yery', much apnoy'd d 
And damag'd Cities, but hath 'none deftroy'd.i! // 
For where quick fire is. thrown with hoſtile hand, 
Houſes un-touch'd in, many places Rand. ' + 
And no Earthquake hath heen- fo fatal.:knowny):i 
That, a whole City hath been overthrown. 
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And no conſuming flame hath been ſo dire, . , 
But it lefe 1 ing: for. another fire. + 
So many. famous Piles,” which fingly mighe 
Crace {everal Cities, fell down in one night. 
And in. a..time of. Peace as, much fell aut bog 
As ſtarce u' cruel) wat' conld- britig aboue, ©) ©) 1 
Who could believe. wars ceaſing every where | 
Whien thtobgh the World no dangers did appear , 
That Lyons fo renown'd ſhould by, that. chance 
Be ſought and doubted, where it ſtood in France. 
Fortune permits even thoſe who ſuffer, woe, ::; 
To fear the ill they were to undergoe. 
Great things have time before th' are overthrown, 
This famous City ih one night was none: 
Laſtly/, I'm longer telling'thee the thing 1  _ ;; 
Than alt thoſe Buildings were' in perifhing,”-- 
Theſe things diſturbs our Liberals mind , þ 
To patience in his own affairs confin'd | 
Nor is he fo perplex'd withont a cane, 
The un-expeRtedneſs of chances draws © 
More trouble, and the novelty of things 
To all calamity Addition brings, 
And there's no mortal man,being ſtruck with wonder, 
But ſome conceived trouble 'muſt lie under. 
Wherefore in nothing we ſhould be ſarpris'd, 
Our, minds in fore-fight ſhould be exercis'd , 
To weigh not only what's un-uſnal 
But to» confider too: what may befall. 
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What is f6 trong; 'gainftwhich when Forrant's Lene 

Though glorious”, catinot receive detriment ? 

Or which ſhe do's inot ſhake, or - more" moleſt - 

By how'much it was greater than the reſt? 
What's difficult by Fortune to be done? | 
She walks in no way always, nor alone. | 
Somtimes our own hands 'gainſt our ſelves ſhe bends, 

And then without an Author milchief ſends. 

No time is free, -onr very pleaſures turn: | 
Into great woe, and often'make-us mourn. | 
War ſometimes rifes in the midſt of Peace, | 
And that which ſeems our troubles to: releaſe 

Turns into fear :'a Friend do's loveiforgoy'' !''' 1 

And a Companion'1is 'become'a foe. i © / 
A Summers calmneſs many times do's draw 

A Storm more fierce than .any Winters flaw. 
VVithout an Enemy we find'a war, | 
Such is our: fate, that-many times' we -are 
By our too great Felicity, to woe 
Expos'd, when we no other cauſes know. 
Diſeaſes the moſt temp'rate will aflail,, 
The Prafſck on the ſtrongeft-will prevail, | 
Upon the guiltleſs puniſhment''is laid, «1 
And tumultes will mens quietne(s invade ; 

Fortune oft chooſes ſomething new!, whereby: 
On thoſe who have forgot her: power, ſheli fly: ' 
Whats'ever many ages have erefted,'» 1 2/6 
By the gods favour, 'and' mens pains effeRted, '' /- 
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One«day diffolves.” , He gives a long dela 
To baftning Evils,. who allows Kc. ny , 
An hour yjja-moment 1s ſufficient ſpace 
Great domes th throw down, and quite erace. 
It would {ome ſolace to: our, weaknel(s bring, 
And to th'-Afﬀairs of men, if every thing 
Did-ndt increaſe with flowneſs, and with haſt 
Diſſolye; afd 1fall.'; Thete's/nothing chac ſands faſt 
Private or;publick, |Fea in thole chings which pleaſe 
And flouriſh-moſt;, 'do's ſoon: on us eaſe. 
And ills whith are by us leaſt thought upon, 
Without 'tumultubus cauſes will fall on. * 
Kingdomes:which, have, endur'd bath. Civil wars, 
And Forrain, have -without /publick jars 
Been ruin'd, And few Cities have enjoy'd. 
Felicity , /and never been ahnoy'd. 
We therefore ſhould weigh all things; and: advancg 
Our conſtant minds, gainſt ev'ry {ad miſchaace; 
Think therefore ſtill on Wars, and Sickneſles , 
On Shipwracks, Baniſhments, and the Exceſs 
Of Torments; Think thy Country may be taken 
From thetz,or- elſe by thee may : be forſaken. 
Think Fortune. mdy expoſe thee! in a rude 
Deſert; and think that where a Mulcitude 
Is ſtifled, there a Deſert may be made. 
Let tlie fondivion; of: Mankind þe' laid , 
Before our eyg3,, and let's! not only, weigh 
What! b&ppens often, but let's chink whac _ 
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Befall::and wonld we fhot-dur errours rae , 
Miſtaking things un-uſua] for new ,. ' 
Let ms:/on; fortune ;Iook in; her, full;; power, 


How many.-Cities'did) her' tage deyour 
In Afte arid Acheis by 'one way? | 
How many in Syris , and: Macedonie ? 

us in 'many parts could not avoid 
That fate, / but hath, been'-many, times! —_—_ 
How oft hath Papbus 'Earthquakes felt, and Ted 
As 4ll, in her own ruines buri 
We who have often heard of Towns thus to, 
How ſmall a. part:are we|of men ſo Joſt; ; 
Then let us''gainft Nisfortunes our, mitds pile; 
And think th are not.' {0 great'-as- rumor; ſays..7 
Fire hath conſum'd-a City great.and rich, 
The Ornament of /Ptovinces,: in; | _— | nd 
Te did both ſcatedravill exempted — bh 
Yet built upon one hill-not very high... 
Nay, all thoſe Cities famons h the = 
VVill at the length be into, ruine hurl'd. 
And there will not in; future time appear :11l1 0 
A Mark, -or any /Footſtep/ whete; they Wege. 1 40 
See'ſt thou not that Achaio's ſtately Towns - 7 
Are ſo deſtroy'd , that there, remains no ag | 
Nor yet ' Foundations to: make:it; got] :o >: 
To the Beholders, where: thoſ& Cities tle 
Not only what 4s] fram'd; by -hand/and- art, ji! - Yy 


Time do's couſume ;' the cops of. /Mauntains Batt, 
B And 
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And tumble down; whole Regions tave been found. 
To fink, and matiy Countryes have been drown'd' 
Far diſtatit” fromthe ſea -hiths -which: were! 
Famous by fire; fire: didn! ſiniderirear.vo om wot! 
And Promontories,'whichhaveibrert.a Mark | *: 
For Marriners to ind" ſteer cheir Bark © © 
Ar fight whereof :they ofvally haye'gayid $i 1g 
Have been laid avg anduunrlycdes y.dart 2rd T 
The: very works: of :Natare {troubled dre; : 2 
And therefore we with equal minds ould bear 
All Cities fate: | Things made, were made to fall, 
And Diffotatioh whits!epon chem atl.c. on! 10! 
hehe wt ae -— 9g L - 1 \T 
riv patagerrh 'the co find', ! 
Shakes cat weight of Earth 2 Or whether Y 
Thoſe hidden torrents joyn their: EIN 5 
Or that the heat of ijiward flambs 'do's 'walt | | 
The Ligametits'of Barth which 'ry'd ic faſt! ! 
Or whether 'gainſt vvhich there's no defence; 
Does by effe&-this violence. © | 
Or that *pgglonem Ale tho! Land berefr; {| rh 
Of People, nd infeftedowhar vvas lefe? . 
To repeat” all ay —_ of deftiny' 


VVere Care of ti perience I | 
_ ſure onde Minnis pods Yr 10A 
ve live 'Rot: where: 


nderi/d ines Mort) 1o6vfalk:” 1 > « T 
Tins | is ſecure, bit dejly periſhing ;/: UCY 2 C 


can! firid: oy thing 
Theſe 
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Theft; comfott4. and; thei like I re-commend 

To Liberals ii, .utrdovhted, friend 4; , menu 
Exceedingly.ilvfldoied with thivf love!'- +: +1 
Of his own - Country, whoſe {ad fate may prove 
No ſmall advantage 3 for perhaps chat chance 
Ordained was. its glory ahoce it advahce.;'. ' | 
Many great;thivgs have faln , co ciſe more high , 
And often are imprdy'd by injury. 

Timagizes, a foe to th' happin 

Of Kowe:, would often when 't-was burnt profeſs, 
The be did not ſorneb dejilere's; © ' 
As that it wind: riſt greater than before. 
And in |this City we. may well ſuppoſe 
No labour will be wanting , till. it grows - 
From a vaſt heap 'of aſhes: and! ofii daft; : 
Greater avd' firmer than-it/'was. at firſt!; 

I whiſh-'t may laſt, and being buile again 

With better Omen; longer may yemain 3 

For ſince that Town:was baile ,-i© is not :paſt 
An hundred-yeats, an age: with ſome: men-laſt.” 
Plancus , :by fitneſs of the place fiſt made) 7 
The Town a great and noted Mart for Trade. 
VVhick qotwichſtapding hath: endut'd much _—_ 
VVirthin, the {pace but of a humane zges +: © 1/ 
And therefore let us be-prepared ſtill} + ! 14 
To luffer patiently all ſores of ill; | 

And knoiw there's not Fortune cannot do , 
Both ro advancement kid to iruine toy! (1, 
ont // B 2 And 
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And that her power on Empires: do's on | 
As upon rs, and'do's''affail x, 
Cities as welt as' Men ;''a& which things we 
Should not repine, or diſcontentd be. , 
We are brought into a World where we muſt live 
Under theſe /Laivs. - thee pleaſe? Then give 
Obedienes; Do they 'difpleaſe > Thow art 
Ac Liberty at alt eimes'to- deparr. © : 
Thou might'ſt complain if any of theſe were put 
And thrown on-thee alone unjuſtly , but 
Since this neceflity as: well do's wait \' 
On high as-low z be reconcil'&: 66:Fate', | 
Which all thing will- difſolve: Reaſon 'preſents 
No cauſe at all,. that we by Monuments 
And Tombs ſhould meafured: be. 'One fate ends 
On mortal.men; and/brings them to their-ends. 
W' are born un-equal,,  but-we equal dye. 
The ſame of Cities as of Dwellers, 1 


Do' here declare. Ardea was as well 


Taken as Rowe, | h 'this did that excell. 
The great Oriainer of all humane' right 
Makes no: SſtinGion of 'us by the brighe 
Splendour of. birth: and titles, longer than 
We are alwe,::and converſant with men. 
And when we cad this Mortal life , begon 
From hence, he, depart ambition; 
All Mortals walk; one way., and all "_ Iy 
Equally under 'common ——_: 


None, 
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None, then an other can be more ſecure, 
Or know what he to morrow ſhall endure. 
Young Alexander King of Macedon 
Geometry unhappily begun 
To learn, the ſmallnefs of the Earth to knouv 
Whereof the leaſt part did: him homage owe. 
Clobappy, I fay, in that he ſhould have known 
How falfe a Sir-name he did vainly own. 
For what can in a little ptace be great? 
The pornts whereof the Mafter did entreat 
Were {ubtile, 'and not eafily diſcern'd, 
But with a diligent attention learn'd; 
Not apprehended by a Frantick man 
Whoſe thoughts did roye beyond the Ocean. 
\ Teach me, faid he, thoſe things which will*be made 
More eafie to me: T' whom the Maſter ſaid, 
Theſe things are flill the ſame , alter'd to none , 
And are as difficult to all , as @ne. 
Think Natute thus to all men does declare 
Thoſe things at which you grumble, the ſame 2-< 
To all, nor can they be more eafie made 
To any, but whoſoever ſhall perfwade 
han fitenſelf , without -compulſion , to forſake 
All fear of chances, will them cafie make. 
But how? By equalnefs of mind. TH' art born 
To endure Grow, hunger , thirſt, and ſcorn, 
And if thou longer ſhalt with men remain, 
Thou fickneſs , loſs, and ruine may'ſt ſuſtain. 

But 
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| | For none of t 


But yet there is ,na zeaſ{an. thou ſhould'ſt give; 
Belict.co1 thoſe, thipgs which, about ghee irive-.; > 


aem arc 4) »: OT! rd, to\bear ;. 
Ie is report of men that brings this fear. 


And what can be more vain; than to be vex'd 


| | At rumour , and, to be for words perplex'd 
.*; Demetrius that he might. drive away} | 
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| | Such fooliſhneſs, oft wittily would fay ,'-+ - 


| . I care no more what fooliſh 
" Than whether . wind upu 


ard pop Jon 


_ Ie is a madneſs we. are broughe,.to, | when - 


ward tow 
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We fear to be defam'd b' infamous, men 5+ + 1/1 


As thou without 
So what thou di 


Is ſaid of it, t 


a | None, who accuſe Death, have -c 
b 'Tis raſhnels ro condema what we 
j But this we know, that 'tis a benefic 


(| | To many , and that many are by. ic 
(| Diſcharg'd from torments , poverty , and Eridf.., 


And find in. wearjneſs, and wrongs relief... 


1f Death be under our own 


F.INIS..., 


ood reaſon did'ſt fear fame" 
not fear , when once the fame 
Shall bid thee , thou. wile fear 3. can; ie be, thought 
A good man ſuffers. by. falſe rumours, .fraughe / 
[| With ſcandals ? Nor is Death hurt, by what 

| h ſome be fſcar'd there-at, 
tence got. 
W got. 
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| wer , then, where 
Is any other power that we thould fear? 


